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matrix intermediate

UNIT 2

1
Put the verbs into the present simple, present continuous, or present perfect tense.
1 (you/already/write) _______________ to your 
grandparents?

2 (you/go) _______________ to the cinema next Wednesday ? 

3 'I (think) _______________ she is beautiful.' 
'Yes, she is gorgeous.' 

4 He (make) _______________ a lot of new 
friends since he's been living in London.
5 He (throw) _______________ the old glasses into the rubbish bin last week.
6 I (always/eat) _______________ caviar in 
expensive restaurants. 

7 I (always/make) _______________ mistakes in grammar. 

8 I (know) _______________ him since I met him at school.

9 I (see) _______________ her at the museum 
last Sunday. 

10 I'll show you my new camera or (you/already/
see) _______________ it?
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2
Put the verbs into the present simple, present continuous, or present perfect tense.
1 My father (always leave) _______________ the keys in his car.

2 She (begin) _______________ to panic. Tell 
her that she should stay calm.

3 She (have) _______________ a baby this 
week.
4 This is the first time I (flow) ______________ 
in a jumbo jet.
5 We (sit) _______________ down at a free 
table and waited for the waiter.
6 We (spend) _______________ our holidays by the sea this winter.
7 We were asleep when our son (come) _______________ home. 

8 What (be) _______________ the flight from 
Prague to London like? 

9 Yesterday evening at 11.30 we (dance) _______________ at the local disco. 
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3
Put the verbs in the correct tense, present simple or present continuous, present perfect or past simple.

1
I _______________________ (already / post) 
the letter.

2
What _______________________ (your father 
/ do)? – He’s an architect.

3
The train is never late. It
_______________________ (always / leave) on time.

4
Hurry up! Everybody _____________________ 
(wait) for you.

5
You’re lost your key again! You  
_______________________ (always /lose) 
your key!

6
Look at the river. It ______________________ 
(flow) very fast today – much faster than usual.

7
Jill is interested in politic but she 
_______________________ (not belong) to a 
political party.

8
You’re very quiet. What 
_______________________ (you / think) 
about?

9
_______________________ (you / drive) a 
care before?

____ [image: image3.png]


 / 9
4
Complete the sentences with the verbs in brackets in the present simple, present continuous, or present perfect.

1 I __________________ (just / find) some fresh mushrooms in the basket. Someone must __________________ (leave) them there.

2 All the time I __________________ (walk), I __________________ (have) a feeling someone __________________ (follow) me. Sometimes my fears __________________ (be) really unbearable.

3 Why __________________ (you / put on) your hat? __________________ (you / leave)?

4 Where's my canary? Oh, no! The cat __________________ (eat) it.

5 What __________________ (you / wait) for now? __________________ (you / expect) me __________________ (solve) the problem instead of you?

6 Nowadays people __________________ (not realize) how important it __________________ (be) to be closely linked to nature. It __________________ (give) us everything we __________________ (need) to live.

7 I __________________ (never / see) such a beautiful landscape before. __________________ (you / know) where we __________________ (be) right now?

8 How many burgers __________________ (you / usually / eat) when you __________________ (go) to McDonald's?

9 __________________ (you / always / wear) socks? No, I sometimes __________________ (put on) my tights, too.

10 Where's John? He __________________ (phone) his wife. He __________________ (call) her every time he __________________ (come) back from a business trip.
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5
Complete the sentences with the verbs in brackets in the present simple, present continuous, or present perfect.

1 Nowadays a lot of people __________________ (not trust) politicians. They __________________ (say) that they __________________ (be) liars.

2 I rarely __________________ (use) a comb to brush my hair. Normally I __________________ (use) a hairbrush.

3 Every time she __________________ (go) out, she __________________ (leave) the front door open.

4 Why some people __________________ (be) so foolish and __________________ (close) themselves in their houses? They __________________ (not realize) that taking long walks in nature __________________ (mean) the solid base for their health?

5 How long __________________ (it / take) you to write a book? It __________________ (depend) on its contents.

6 Normally I __________________ (wash) my clothes, but this week my mother __________________ (do) it as I __________________ (have) no free time.

7 __________________ (you / go) for a swim with me? No, I __________________ (just / eat) and I can't go swimming with a full stomach. 

8 Look, the shop __________________ (close). It usually __________________ (not close) so early.

9 My sister says that people who __________________ (hate) animals __________________ (be) evil.

10 What __________________ (he / do) there? Can you see him? Yes, he _________________ (reverse) his car.
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6 
Complete the text using the present simple, present continuous, or present perfect. Use some verbs more than once.

spend – go – love – plan – read – book – decide – take – organize – teach – be – write – work - buy

My name's Michael and I ‘m an art historian. I (1)_____________________ at Bristol University. I (2) _____________________ there for eight years now. I (3) _____________________ general art history to the undergraduate students, but I am a specialist in English Tudor architecture. I also (4) _____________________ books about my special area. I (5) _____________________  five books and many articles. At the moment I (6) _____________________ a book about York. Every year, in the spring, I ​(7) _____________________ my first-year students to a city in Italy to study the Renaissance. We either (8) _____________________  to Rome, Venice or Florence. I (9)_____________________  everything. I (10) _____________________ the hotels, museums and galleries. I (11)_____________________ the flights, and arrange the journey. I (I2) _____________________ a detailed timetable for each

day. Then when we (13) _____________________ there I (14) _____________________the students out each day to different places and (15) _____________________them. It's very tiring but I (16) _____________________ it. For many of the students it is their first visit to the cities, and they (17) _____________________ usually very excited. This year I (18)_______ not _____________ because I have to finish a book by April.

Apart from that yearly trip I also (19) _____________________  going on my holidays. For the past twelve years I (20) _____________________  on holidays all over the world with a group of friends. We (21) _____________________ traveling to see new places with interesting art and architecture. We (22) _____________________ to Egypt twice, and the Middle east several times. We (23) _____________________ to India three times. This year we (24) _____________________  to go to Turkey. I (25) ________ never _____________  there. I (26) _____________________ lots of guide books, and I (27) _____________________  all about the region. I e-mail my friends with my suggestions and they e-mail me back with their ideas. In this way we (28) _____________________ slowly how best to organize the trip. I also manage to go on holiday in the winter. I (29) _____________________ Christmas with my family, but over New Year I often (30) _____________________ to Spain or the United States to see friends.
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