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I can’t fly but I can run very fast!





1.CAN is one of the most commonly used modal verbs in English.


2.CAN is invariable. �There is only one form of CAN.


3.Structure:                                               subject + can + main verb  


4.The main verb is always the bare infinitive (infinitive without "to"). We cannot say:                                                         I can to speak English.


5.The contraction of                                    CAN NOT is CAN’T.


6.The equivalent for CAN                                  is  TO BE ABLE TO.
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PRESENT�
PAST�
FUTURE�
�
CAN�
COULD�
WILL BE ABLE TO


�
�
A: He can swim well.                                N: He can’t swim well.                                              Q: Can he swim well?


�
A: He could swim well when he was 5.                                N: He couldn’t swim well when he was 5..                                              Q: Could he swim well when he was 5?


�
A: He will be able to swim well next month.                                N: He will not be able to swim well next month.                                              Q: Will he be able to swim well next month?


�
�






Yummy!               I can eat the whole cake!





THE USE OF CAN





MODAL USE�
EXAMPLES�
NOTES�
�
1.Mental, physical, circumstantial ability�
Ostriches can’t fly but they can run very fast.                         My car is being mended. -No problem. We can get there by bus.                                                                             I can’t make out these words. It’s too dark


�






�
�
2.Opportunity�
You can get wonderful education at this university.�
�
�
3.Permission�
-Can I smoke in this room?


-You can't smoke here, but you can smoke outside.�
Note that we also use could, may, might for permission. The use of can for permission is informal.�
�
4.Request�
Can you help me with my homework?                             Can you wait outside?                                                           Can I have a glass of water?�
Note that we also use could and may for requests. The use of can in this way is informal (mainly between friends and family)�
�
5.Possibility/impossibility�
Ann can become a very good teacher. She gets on well with children.                                                      This dress can’t cost $50! It looks very expensive and fashionable.                                               You can’t be 45! I thought you were about 30.�
This use is usually a generalization or a supposition.�
�
6.Prohibition�
You can’t park your car here. (It is not permitted)


�
Note that we usually use modal verb must for prohibition. In the case when permission is not given, CAN’T is typically used.�
�
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I could eat a lot of ice-cream when I was a child.
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1.COULD is the past form of modal verb CAN. 


2.We use COULD to express possibility or past ability as well as to make suggestions and requests. COULD is also commonly used in conditional sentences as the conditional form of CAN.


3.Structure:                                               subject + could + main verb  


The main verb is always the bare infinitive (infinitive without "to"). We cannot say:                                                         I could to do it myself. 


4.The contraction of COULD NOT is COULDN’T.


5. The equivalent of COULD is                    TO BE ABLE TO.                         (WAS/WERE ABLE TO)
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COULD  vs  WAS/WERE ABLE TO





!





1.We use COULD/COULDN’T to describe general ability in the past:                                                                                                    Tom could read when he was 3.


When we want to say that someone MANAGED to do something in the particular situation, we have to use WAS/WERE ABLE TO DO SMTH:                                                                                                                The fire spread throughout the building very quickly but everyone was able to escape. (=managed to escape)                                There were a lot of people but I was able to get a ticket.                                                   





THE USE OF COULD





MODAL USE�
EXAMPLES�
NOTES


�
�
1.General ability in the past�
Diana could speak French when she was a child.





*I couldn’t move this wardrobe myself. It was too heavy.


BUT! I was able to move this wardrobe myself. It wasn’t heavy. (not I could…)�
*Note that COULD cannot be used in positive sentences in which you describe a momentary or one-time ability. We use WAS/WERE ABLE in this case.


�
�
2.Suggestion�
**What shall we do this evening?-You could go to the cinema with us.


When you arrive in Moscow , you could stay with us.�
**Sometimes we use COULD to ask about possible future actions. In this case it has a present or future meaning.�
�
3.Polite request�
Could you help me with these documents?                 Could I borrow your pen?�
Note that we also use can and may for requests. The use of can in this way is informal (mainly between friends and family)�
�
4.In conditionals�
If I had much money, I could buy a flat and live alone.                                                                     Even if he had come earlier, he couldn’t have spoken to her.�
�
�
5. Possibility�
You could be right, but I doubt it.                                         Where is Jane? –She could be at work. ( you are not sure) 


***She might be at work. –(there is a good possibility of here being at work)�
**We use COULD to express a possibility which is one of many. This form is not as strong as might or may. It is just one of a number of possibilities.�
�









